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WHO’s Levels of Newborn Care with Interventions
SDG for 2030 with Every Newborn and new coverage targets for 2025 

Level 1

Immediate and 
essential 
newborn care

Immediate newborn care (delayed cord clamping, drying, skin to skin etc)
Neonatal resuscitation for those who need it
Breastfeeding early initiation and support 
Essential newborn care Identification and referral of complications
Targeted care as needed eg PMTCT of HIV

Level 2 

Special newborn 
care

Thermal care including KMC for all stable neonates <2000gms
Assisted feeing and IV fluids
Safe administration of oxygen
Detection and management of neonatal sepsis with injection antibiotics  
Detection and management of neonatal jaundice with phototherapy 
Detection and management of neonatal encephalopathy
Detection and referral/management of congenital abnormalities  

Transition
CPAP management of preterm respiratory distress
Follow up of at risk newborns 
Exchange transfusion 

Level 3

Intensive 
newborn care

Mechanical/assisted ventilation
Advanced feeding support (eg parenteral nutrition) 
Paediatric surgery for congenital conditions 
Screening and treatment for RoP

Refs WHO/UNICEF report “Survive and Thrive; Transforming care for small and sick newborns” and based on a global survey, PLoS (Moxon et al 2019).

who.int/docs/default-source/mca-documents/enap-coverage-targets-and-milestones-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=2add2482_2

80% of districts have at least one level-2 in-
patient unit to care for small & sick newborns, 
with respiratory support including CPAP.

https://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/care-small-sick-newborns-survive-thrive/en/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0218748


WHO standards for the care of small and sick newborns



Implementation toolkit with open-access, 
practical resources and active learning 

for small & sick newborn care in low & middle income settings
to accelerate progress towards SDG 3.2

Implementation Toolkit for Small and Sick Newborn Care

Learning through multi-country implementation 
including NEST360, UNICEF and partners to 

co-create a global resource

Purpose



Implementation Toolkit



Platform with everyone!!! 6

Community of implementers 
• Building on existing communities e.g WHO, QoC, Save 

the children CoP
• Implementing country teams (NEST)
• UNICEF country and regional teams
• WHO country and regional teams
• Frequency of meetings – join SSNC implementation 

webinars

Broader membership 
• Pilot  and refine the online toolkit
• Share experiences, tools multi-media resources
• Time frame - Long-term
• Level of effort - 1-2 hours/month
• Webinars– join SSNC implementation webinars, co-

design HSBB specific webinar
• Frequency of meetings – expected every 2-3 months

Core membership
• 2 co-ordinators
• 4-6 members
• Review and help content development
• Ensure cross-linkage with other HSBBs
• Time frame - 6 months
• Level of effort - one day/month
• Frequency of meetings – as needed

Everybody welcome to join
David.Gathara1@lshtm.ac.uk
Zoe.Griffiths@lshtm.ac.uk

Follow us on twitter for updates
@Nest360org
@Joylawn
@DNGathara
@zoe_322
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