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Sierra Leone
Population: 8 million

Urban: 43%
Total Fertility rate: 4.0

Nepal
Population: 30 million

Urban: 20%
TFR: 1.8

Bangladesh
Population: 166 million

Urban: 37%
TFR: 2.0

Guatemala
Population: 18 million

Urban: 51%
TFR: 2.7

Similar geographic sizes 
but  very different 

demographics

Relative Size of Countries: Area & Population



Source: UN-IGME, 2020; UN-MMEIG, 2019

Maternal and Perinatal Mortality:
Bangladesh, Guatemala, Nepal, & Sierra Leone in Context
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Source: UN-IGME, 2020; UN-MMEIG, 2019

Maternal, Stillbirth, and Neonatal Mortality Trends 
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Mortality has declined in all four countries, but there is variation

Annual rate of change  % 
(2000-2017)

Nepal -6.2
Bangladesh -5.3

Sierra Leone -4.6

Guatemala -3.1

Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone

Nepal

Nepal

Nepal

Bangladesh

Bangladesh

Bangladesh

Guatemala

Guatemala

Guatemala

Annual rate of change  % 
(2000-2017)

Nepal -3.1 
Bangladesh -2.8
Guatemala -2.3

Sierra Leone -2.0

Annual rate of change  % 
(2000-2017)

Bangladesh -4.2
Nepal -3.8
Guatemala -2.8

Sierra Leone -2.4



Pre-
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Many interventions required and 
tracked for MNH

Percentage Receiving: Coverage Across the Continuum of Care



Pregnancy Post-natal

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Antenatal care 1 visit Antenatal care  4+ visits Skilled birth attendant Postnatal care for mothers Postnatal care for newborn

Bangladesh

Guatemala

Nepal

Sierra Leone

Childbirth

Variations along continuum &
Content not just contact

Percentage Receiving: Content and Continuity



Place and Staff at Delivery Between Last 2 DHS Surveys
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Trends in Inequity of Skilled Attendant at Birth
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C-section rates 
highest in private 
health facilities

Caesarean-Section Rates, Latest National Survey
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Lack of access among the 
poorest and over 

medicalization amongst the 
wealthiest

Caesarean-Section Rate by Wealth Quintiles



Current health expenditure by source & 
percentage of government expenditure on 

health as per total expenditure, 2018

Data Source: Global Health Expenditure Database accessed on March 23 2021
Data Source: Global Health Observatory data repository accessed March 25, 
2021

Density of skilled health professional: 
doctors & nurse/midwives

(per 10,000 population), 2018/9

0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
18

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Bangladesh Guatemala Nepal Sierra Leone

%

P
er

 c
ap

ita
 U

S
$

Other private expenditure on health (per capita US$)
Out-of-Pocket expenditure on health (per capita US$)
External health expenditure (per capita US$)
Government expenditure on health (per capita US$)
Government expenditure on health as % of total government expenditure

10.5

16.4

39.2

22.5

44.5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Bangladesh Guatemala Nepal Sierra Leone

Doctors Nurses/Midwives

WHO recommendation

Contextual Factors – Expenditure and Health Workforce



0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

10000

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

cu
rr

en
t i

nt
er

na
tio

na
l d

ol
la

rs

Bangladesh
Guatemala
Nepal
Sierra Leone

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020

%

Bangladesh
Guatemala
Nepal
Sierra Leone

Data Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics. Accessed March 26, 2021 
from https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.1524.LT.FE.ZS

Data Source: World Development Indicators database. Accessed March 
26, 2021 from https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD

Literacy Rate, Youth Female 
(% of females ages 15-24)

GDP per Capita, PPP
(Current International $)



This presentation was a collaborative effort between partners 
working on the MNH Exemplar project and the WHO Maternal 

Health Scoping Review.  
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What elements or activities do you describe as 
most contributing to the success of your 
country’s progress for MNH? 
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